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NOTE ON THE HARVARD-BOSTON EXCAVATIONS AT 
EL-KURRUW AND BARKAL IN 1918-1919 

BY PROFESSOR GEORGE A. REISNER 

ON Dec. 24, 1918, the Harvard-Boston Expedition resumed its work in Dongola 
Province. I was accompanied by Mrs Reisner, my daughter, and Mr W. G. Kemp. We 
brought 40 trained Egyptian workmen and filled up the ranks with unskilled labourers 
from the local villages. The work at Gebel Barkal lasted from Dec. 24, 1918 to Feb. 20, 
1919. Preliminary work was begun at el-Kurruw on January 30, full work on Feb. 21, 
and continued until May 8. 

El-Kurruw is on the "east" bank about 8 miles down-stream of Barkal. The desert 
is a yellowish-grey sandstone plateau rising abruptly at first and then very gently towards 
the " east." The pyramid field is divided into three parts by two wadys-called by us the 
" North " Wady and the " South " Wady. Between these two wadys lies the Main Field 
containing the tombs of the kings. "North" of the "North" Wady is a small field of 6 
tombs of queens, called the " North " Field. " South " of the " South " Wady is a much 
larger field, called the " South " Field, which contains three small groups of tombs of queens 
and a cemetery of horses. Lepsius' plan in the Denkmaler, Pt. I, P1. 122 shows only the 
" North " and the Main Fields, and is fairly correct as far as it goes. The large square 
behind represents a stone-quarry. The " westernmost" pyramid (Pyr. I) in the Main Field 
was the latest in date, ca. 350 B.C., that is 300 years after the next one before it in time. 
This was the pyramid of a king whose queen was buried in Pyr. II which was in the 
corresponding position in the " North " Field. 

Leaving the two late pyramids out of consideration, four of the tombs in the Main 
Field were identified as the tombs of Piankhy, Shabaka, Shabataka, and Tanutaman. The 
tomb of Piankhy might have been either a mastaba or a pyramid, but the other three were 
pyramids. Now these four tombs of kings of the XXVth Egyptian dynasty (to which I 
reckon Piankhy), are the last four tombs of a cemetery which contains 20 tombs. The top 
of the Field, the primary site, is occupied by a circular tumulus of rubble covering a pit 
with step and side chamber. The orientation is "north-south." On the ground of its 

position, its type and its contents, I place this tumulus as the first tomb made at el-Kurruw. 
Near it but lower down the slope, there are three other exactly similar graves. Still lower 
down towards the "west," stands an improved tumulus grave, like the earlier tumuli but 
cased in grey sandstone against which a crude brick chapel was built and enclosed in a 

horseshoe-shaped enclosing wall of sandstone (Ku XIX). A second stone-cased tumulus 
stands to the " south " of this on the edge of the " South " Wady. Beginning in front of 
the stone-cased tumulus Ku XIX, a row of eight square stone-cased mastabas runs from 
"south" to "north" right across the Main Field to the edge of the "North" Wady, Ku XIV, 
XIII, XI, X, IX, XXIII, VIII and VII. In front of VIII is a very small tomb, Ku XX, 
while a larger one, Ku XXI, lies in front of the space between VIII and VII. The type of 

pit and burial, and the orientation are the same in mastabas XIV, XIII, XI, X, and IX as 
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in the tumuli. Ku XXIII and XXI are of the same type of mastaba as the others, but 
have a simple open pit orientated " north-south " like the tumuli. Mastabas VIII and VII 
have a different type of masonry from the others and have been restored in later times. 
Their pits are simple open pits but orientated " east-west," the orientation which from this 
date became traditional in Ethiopia. These burial pits are like those of the queens buried 
in the time of Piankhy, which were roofed with corbel vaults of stone. I have no doubt, 
therefore, that the open pits of XXIII, XXI, VIII, and VII were roofed also with stone 
corbel vaults. 

Still lower down and about 20 metres " west" of the row of mastabas lies the tomb of 
Piankhy, built in front of the space between mastabas X and XI (the only pair which are 
separated by a space). The tomb of Shabaka is about 30 metres " south " of that of Piankhy 
and in front of mastaba XIV, the least important in the row. The site of Shabataka's 
tomb is behind mastaba VIII, which has been restored in the same kind of masonry as that 
used in the Shabataka tomb. Tanutaman selected a site close against the ' southern " side 
of the tomb of his father Shabaka. Tirhaqa, it will be remembered, made his tomb at 
Nuri and it may be noted that the el-Kurruw field would not have borne so large a pyramid 
as Nfuri I. It is clear that the builders of the four kings' tombs at el-Kurruw were con- 
scious of the fact that these tombs were part of an older cemetery which was to be treated 
with respect. 

The tomb of Piankhy is merely the older type of corbel-roofed pit with one addition. 
This pit was much larger and deeper (6 metres) than the older pits, and it was unsafe to 
build the heavy corbel after the burial. A doorway was cut in the rock, as well as a very rough, 
small stairway to give access to the pit, which thus became a large rectangular chamber. 
This is without doubt the first stairway tomb constructed in Ethiopia. The pyramid or 
mnastaba stood directly over the chamber, so that the front of the pyramid or mastaba 
rested on the rock wall at the " east" end of the stairway. Thus the chapel must have been 
built on the debris filling the stairway-a very weak feature. Shabaka's masons rectified 
this by passing the stairway through a rock-cut tunnel to a rock-cut chamber and building 
the chapel over the tunnel. His pyramid was still directly over the large rectangular 
burial chamber. Shabataka ended his stair at the mouth of the tunnel and gave the tunnel 
a flat floor. Tirhaqa's extremely elaborate tomb shows this same plan but with the flat- 
floored tunnel converted into an ante-room with rabbetted doorway. Tanutaman took over 
this nucleus plan of an ante-room with a large rectangular chamber. Atlanersa, Nufri XX, 
repeated this plan and it is the traditional plan used for all queens' tombs down to the last 
at Nuiri. Senkamanseken, Nuri III, introduced the three-room stairway-pyramid as a piece 
of ostentation and that type became traditional for the tombs of kings. 

Thus the development of the three-room stairway pyramid can be traced from the old 
tumulus at the top of the knoll in the Main Field of el-Kurruw through the stone-cased 
tumuli, the mastabas and the pyramids of Piankhy and his successors to the first of the 
three-room type at Nfuri. 

It is clear that the older graves at el-Kurruw represent the cemetery of an important 
local family which may be regarded as the ancestors of Piankhy and his successors. The 
graves of the ancestors are sixteen in number and include females as well as males. For 
reasons the details of which would now take too much time, I divide these sixteen graves 
into six generations, the last of which consists of mastabas VIII, VII, and XX. Mastaba VIII 
is the mnost important of the three and contained without doubt the grave of the last chief 
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of the family before Piankhy. Unfortunately owing to plundering, the name of not one of 
these mastaba owners was recovered. The last chief of the family before Piankhy was no 
doubt Kashta and I believe that mastaba Ku VIII was the tomb of Kashta. 

The " North " Field contained the tombs of five queens, the earliest of whom, Ku XXII 
was buried in the reign of Piankhy (or soon after). The others were as follows: 

2. Ku IV, Khenensaiuw, king's wife, king's sister, king's daughter, time of Shabaka 

(or soon after). 
3. Ku III, Nenpery, king's wife, king's sister, mistress of the Two Lands, time of 

Shabataka (or soon after). 
4. Ku VI, probably Pekankhary (?) of the Dream Stela, time of Tanutaman. 
5. Ku V, Qalhata, king's mother, king's sister, also of the Dream Stela, time of 

Tanutaman, or soon after. 
Thus it is clear that the "North" Field contained women of the blood royal who were 

probably descended from the queen of Ku XXII (time of Piankhy). Amenirdis was buried 
of course at Thebes. Peksater was probably buried in the " South " Field, as that contained 
at least one other descendant of Kashta. I am inclined to believe therefore that Ku XXII 
was the tomb of Kenensat. 

In the "South" Field the earliest group of tombs, Ku 51-55, was on the "southern" 
bank of the "South" Wady. Four of these, 52-55, were close together, so close and so 
exactly aligned that they were certainly made at the same time and it is difficult to avoid 
the conclusion that all four burials were made at one time. The fifth grave, Ku 51, was 
apart, behind No. 52. All were of the corbel-roofed type. No. 53 was the most important, 
and in it was found a stela giving the name of Tabiry, " the foremost great wife of the king 
of His Majesty, Piankhy, living forever," " the daughter of Alara (cartouche), the daughter 
of Kasta (sic, cartouche)," and " the great one (fem.) of the Temehuw." 

Further " south," were two groups each consisting of two stairway tombs. Ku 62, the 
nearest to the Piankhy group, was dated by an inscription on a broken ivory plaque to the 
reign of Shabaka. Ku 71, the furthest "south " was on archaeological grounds (tomb type, 
shawabtis) assigned also to Shabaka, while 72 was assigned to Shabataka and 61 to 
Tanutaman. These tombs were all smaller and less important than the contemporary 
tombs of the "North" Field, but the Piankhy tombs Ku 51-55 are larger than the 

Piankhy tomb Ku XXII in the " North " Field. 
If we calculate the six generations of ancestors at 20-30 years each, the total period 

amounts to 120-180 years. If we take the beginning of Piankhy's reign at about 740 B.C., 

we get 860-920 B.C. for the date of the oldest ancestor, he of Ku, turnm. 1. I reconstruct 
the history as follows. About the time of Sheshonk I, a chief of the Temehuw, the southern 
Libyans, imitating the examnple of the northern Libyans in Lower and Middle Egypt, came 
into Dongola province over the old oasis road and settled at el-Kurruw. This is based on 

Libyan arrow-heads of flint found in the tumuli, and on the Tabiry stela. He almost im- 

mediately obtained control of the trade routes between Egypt and the south and of some 
of the gold mines, for the fragments of alabaster vessels and faience found in the tumuli 
are of the best Egyptian work and gold was abundant. The dead weight of gold beads 

dropped by the plunderers in Ku, tum. 1, amounted to 38 gold sovereigns. With this control 
as the material basis of their power, these Libyan chiefs extended their territory until 
Kashta obtained control of Thebes and forced the adoption of his daughter, Ameneirdis I, 
by Shepenwepet, the daughter of Osorkon-Saisit, as high-priestess of Amufn. 
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Thus the conclusion which I ventured some time ago that the Ethiopian royal family 
was of Libyan origin is in all probability correct. The Ethiopian proper names, at any 
rate the earlier ones, are to be examined as Libyan, not as Nubian or Meroitic, names. 
I have been long of the opinion that the early Ethiopian names bore resemblances in 
formation to the Libyan names known from the Egyptian inscriptions. 

One other point has some interest. About 120 metres "northwest" of the Piankhy 
group Ku 51-55, we found a cenietery of horses. There were four regular rows of graves, 
-the first (on the " north ") of four graves, the second and third of eight each, and the 
fourth again of four. All were plundered. The second row was dated by a cartouche 
amulet to Shabaka and the third by a number of such amulets to Shabataka. It is clear 
that row four is to be assigned to Tanutaman and row one to Piankhy. The horses were 
buried upright in the graves with their heads away from the tombs of the kings and bore 
originally their trappings and many strings of beads and amulets on their necks. The 
alignment of the graves leads me to believe that these horses were sacrificed at the royal 
funerals. This custom was introduced by Piankhy, who took great pride in his horses, as 
we know from the conquest stela. 

One last word in conclusion without going into the details. There was only one 
Piankhy: Piankhy-Wesermaatra and Piankhy-Seneferra are one and the same king. 
Shabaka also had two throne names-Neferkara and Wuahibra (Athribis stone). The 
same is true of Shabataka,-Dedkara and Menkheperra (horse-graves). Piankh-Alara, 
given by Nastasan, is also the great Piankhy, probably confused by the later scribes with 
Alara the daughter of Kashta. The order of the kings is as follows: 

1. Kashta ... ... ... ... ... Ku VIII ? 
2. Piankhy ... ... ....... ... Ku XVII. 
3. Shabaka ... ... ... ... ... Ku XV. 
4. Shabataka ...... ... ... Ku XVIII. 
5. Tirhaka ... ... ... ... ... Nuri I. 
6. Tanutaman ... ... ... ... Ku XVI. 
7. Atlanersa ... ... ... ... ... Nuri XX. 
8. Senkainanseken ... ... ... ... Nuri III. 
9. Anlaman ... ... ... ... ... Nuri VI. 

10. Aspalta ... ... ... ...... N... ri VIII. 

And so on as in my Nufri list. There are no other royal tombs, and no other kings are 
admissible to the list. 

These are the chief results. But the work both at el-Kurruw and at Barkal has given 
a mass of material on many minor questions. 
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